New to Sunday Club: Phil and Helen Houston
The Sunday Club is continuing on as before, with children coming in to Church for the start of Sunday service on
the 2nd 3rd and 5th Sunday of every month and going out after the children’s address. On the 4th Sunday they go
straight to Sunday Club, and are then brought into Church for the latter part of the Communion service.
The main difference is that it is now organised but not solely run by Helen and Phil Houston. Our aim is to have a
number of Parishioners involved in running the Sunday sessions, and once Access NI checks are finalised, this will
be more evident. We have some volunteers already in the process of undertaking these necessary checks, but if
anyone else is interested, we’d love to hear from you.
Since September, our numbers have been low, as we are now taking children in the P1-P7 age groups, with one of
our teen church members coming out to assist each week. This help is needed, because the range of ages within
our Sunday Club children means there can be quite a variation in what they can do independently, and at times
having someone to work with them can help them understand and complete practical work or crafts, and we really appreciate their involvement.
Our sessions follow a very simple format so that it’s fairly easy for whoever is taking the session to plan for it, and
so the children aren’t thrown by seeing new faces until they have become familiar with us. We are all following
a hard act, after Laurians’ time of involvement with Sunday Club, and in the first few weeks there was a distinct
drop in the level of craft work attempted to re-inforce the biblical message which was our topic, but it seems that
those attending did “get” what we were learning about, and there have been some great attempts at remembering memory verses – which are optional!
Select Vestry: Billy Mercer
The summer months of July and August are always a quiet time for the members of the Select Vestry. Since the meeting at the
beginning of June we have had only two meetings.The main thing to report is that we have unfortunately not had the Vicar with
us on these occasions because of his health problems. Simon has been most unfortunate in having his operation postponed
twice, the second time when he was almost on the brink of having the surgery carried out. We can all imagine his frustration and
sympathise with Moyra, Erin and Patrick. We look forward to Simon’s return as soon as his health permits him. For the Vestry this
has meant that we have the services of Canon Simon Doogan as Chairman at our meetings. Simon D is no stranger to the parish.
As Area Dean and Rector of St Columbanus in Ballyholme, he was with us at Vestry meetings for almost two years following Paul
Hewitt’s retirement as Vicar of Glencraig.
You will remember that we have been having some problems with the solar lights on the driveway up to the Vicarage. The
problem has been that, would you believe it, there is insufficient sunlight during the winter months to provide battery-life during
the darker days and nights. The experts are still looking into this problem and trying all sorts of solutions. Perhaps we will find
one method that works.
There has been no firm decision on the sale of one of the sites in the Vicarage grounds. The prospects remain ‘fair’.
The Vestry and all of us in the Parish must pay tribute to Rev Alan Parkhill who has been taking the services in Simon’s absence.
At first it was thought that Simon would have his operation in early June and would be back with us in September. This would
have meant that Alan would cover the months of June July and August. As we now know this stint has lasted much longer, and
is likely to go into the New Year. With the help of Alan and the two Simons, we are now looking into the possibility of providing
some support for Alan in the form of assistant clergy. At the moment a number of possibilities is being explored.
As is usual at this time of the year the Vestry is required to carry out a review 0f the checklist of all of the regulations relating to
Safeguarding Trust (child protection). This will be done at the November meeting of the Vestry. Plans are also afoot to provide a
training programme on child protection for all of those who have contact with children in the Sunday club and the crèche.
We will all have noticed a considerable drop in the numbers attending the morning service. Nearly all churches, for a variety of
reasons, find that during the holiday months of July and August, attendance drops. However, the figures always increase when
the autumn takes hold. This unfortunately has not been the case at Glencraig, where numbers dropped below fifty on a couple of
occasions. Normally our attendance averages at around seventy plus.
Perhaps this is preaching to the converted to the faithful who are with us every Sunday. We all know the reasons why we as
individual souls come to church. Indeed we get a little reminder every Sunday at the beginning of Morning Prayer: we come

together to offer to God our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to confess our sins and to receive forgiveness; to
listen to God’s word; and to make known to him our needs and the needs of the world.
Signs and notices to lift our spirits seen outside churches:
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November
Sunday 6th

•

Church Parking. Trespassers will be baptized.

•

Adam blamed Eve – Eve blamed the serpent and the serpent didn’t have a leg to stand on.
Autumn 2016

Holy Communion 9.00 am
Holy Communion 11.00 am
Advent Carol Service with
Ballygilbert Presbyterian 7.00 pm

December
Sunday 4th

Holy Communion 9.00 am
Family Service 11.00 am
Evening Prayer 7.00 pm
Sunday 11th
Holy Communion 9.00 am
Morning Prayer 11.00 am
Monday 12th
Community Carol
Service 7.00pm
Sunday 18th
Holy Communion 9.00 am
Morning Prayer 11.00 am
Carol Service 7.00 pm

This has given me much time for thought, as you might
imagine. It really has been a period in which I have felt
pretty much useless, and very isolated. Also, because of the
continuous pain, I sleep very little, and so that inactivity and
aloneness is augmented even more, to the point where one
finds oneself asking what the point even is! Not as a cry of
despair; but when your usefulness and activity stop, what really is the point of you?
I find that this period has thrown me back even more on a pure dependence on God. What am I
doing that deserves God’s love? Absolutely nothing. What pleasure and enjoyment will there be
in daily life? In fact, very little. What is the point of all this endless pain, discomfort and irritation?
Why hasn’t a good and loving God already sorted this out, either by answering all the prayer for
swift surgery, or by just curing the lytic spondylolisthesis (what, apparently, I have) out of the blue?
Honestly, I don’t know.
I have no solutions to these questions - not for myself, nor for anyone else who finds themselves
asking similar questions. However, I do have responses - frames of mind and invitations to live in a
certain way - that have returned to me from years of following Jesus.
‘Be still and know that I am God.’ Psalm 46.10
Jesus said, ’Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ Matthew 11.28-30

These and many other verses are of great comfort - but it has been the whole awareness of the
love of God revealed in Jesus Christ, who came for the sick, and the sinner, and the weak, and not
Christmas Eve
for those with all the answers, that has carried me through this time, so that although I am most
First Communion of Christmas certainly bored out of my mind, and frustrated and sore, I am not despairing, or without hope. And
11.30 pm
I am comforted by the love of God and the presence of God’s Holy Spirit that keeps assuring me that
my worth is not truly determined by what I achieve or produce. My worth and your worth are to be
Christmas Day
found in the basic reality of the endless and eternal love of God, and in the power of the death and
Holy Communion 9.00 am
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, who died to set us free, no matter our hindrances or weaknesses, and
Short Family Service 10.00 am who was raised to new life to give us hope.

Holy Communion 9.00
Family Service 11.00 am
Holy Communion 7.00pm
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ

It is good to have the opportunity to be in touch, since I have been away for so long! Needless to say
I do miss you all very much. Obviously it has turned into a much longer period than was originally
expected, and as weeks have turned into months, it has been a real strain to be so useless and
isolated for so long - and to be so disconnected from the parish. However, it is a real comfort to
Sunday 13th, 20th
know that you are being so well looked after by the Rev. Alan, and that this care will be augmented
by the presence of the Rev. Prof. R.A.B. Mollan. Lastly, even
Holy Communion 9.00 am
Rememberance Service 10.45am though I am away from you Sunday by Sunday, I continue to
pray for you and for the parish as a whole; day in and day out.
Sunday 27th
Hopefully, before too long, I will be back among you.

Sunday 1st

Honk if you love Jesus. Text while driving if you want to meet him.

From The Vicar

Holy Communion 9.00 am
Family Service 11.00 am
Evening Prayer 7.00 pm

January

•

Autumn 2016

As I have received this ministry directly from God in this time, I pray that you would receive it also.
Maybe everything is great - and that really IS great! But if, like me, there is some suffering in your
life, throw yourself on the mercy and love of God, for it is sufficient to every moment, and his

strength will make up for our weakness at all times.
Looking forward to when I see you all again - may it be soon!
Yours in Christ Simon

Email: glencraigoffice@btconnect.com
Phone: Church office 028 9042 3903

1916 -2016 Remembrance

1916 -2016 Remembrance

A Family Remembers

It’s fitting in this 100th Anniversary Year of the Battle of the Somme and with Remembrance Day in November to
have a Glencraig story which remind s us all of how close these events of the two World Wars were to those of
us alive today, young and old, and how many of our families were touched in their various ways by these terrible
events. We all have stories to tell and this one is particularly close to home.
“Nothing quite prepares you for the scene with
which you are confronted when you visit the WW1
battlefields cemeteries in northern France. The
sheer scale of it all when you look around and the utter stillness” says Rev. Alan Parkhill . Some 150,000
Commonwealth servicemen lie buried in 250 military
and 150 civilian cemeteries on the Somme. More
than 100,000 more were never found or identified. They are not forgotten, but are remembered
by name on six memorials to the missing for those
whose graves are not known.

Shillington Wreath and Crosses

Ladies Guild 2016 Season

“For our tomorrow they gave their today”

Margaret Metcalfe talks about the Guild and calls on more ladies to come and join.

In September Ken Wheeler and Aan and Eve (nee
Shillington and cousin of Ken) were part of a Shillington Re-union at the Somme and Passenchdaele
because two of their relations died there 100 years ago.  One was Tom Shillington, brother of Sir Graham (one time
member of the Select Vestry) and the other was his cousin, Gedffrey St. George Shillington Cather VC who died on
the second dayof the Battle of the Somme. Ken’s son Douglas and Eve’s son Christopher took part in the laying of
the family wreath
Geoffrey Shillington Cather enlisted into the 19th Battalion Royal Fusiliers shortly after the war began, but on accepting a commission he transferred into the 9th Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, ‘he felt he would like to be attached
to a battalion in whose training he had taken some part’* but especially to serve alongside his cousin Lieutenant
Tom Shillington, later killed in action at Passchendaele, and his uncle
Major David Shillington. Later Geoffrey was appointed as Adjutant to the
battalion and as such he didn’t take part in the initial assault of the 1 July
1916 against the Germans near Beaumont Hamel. Of the 600 men of the
9th Battalion to go into the attack, only 80 made it back to their own lines.
In the aftermath of the first few hours of the battle, many hundreds of the
dead, dying and wounded lay in no man’s land while the battle continued
to rage around them. Many of the men and officers of the 36th (Ulster)
Division could not listen idly to the cries for help.
Cather, accompanied by Captain W J Menaul, the Battalion’s Intelligence
Officer, crawled around no man’s land, bringing water to the dying and
carrying or dragging many wounded soldiers to where the stretcher bearLieutenant Geoffrey Shillington Cather VC
ers could reach them, ‘how his slight figure was able to aid and almost
carry helpless and heavier men was a wonder, and no sooner did he hand
a man to willing hands at the wire than he was back again to continue his search’* They continued this work until
darkness fell and began again at first light the following day. At all times during the rescue attempts the German machine gunners and snipers tried to pick them off. Artillery shells and mortar fire also exploded around them. Around
1030 hrs. on 2 July 1916, a machine-gun burst hit them both, killing Cather and badly wounding Menaul. Cather’s
body is believed to have been buried near ‘Beaumont
Hamel 25’ but the grave was subsequently lost and he
is now remembered on the Memorial to the Missing of
The Somme at Thiepval.

The Menin Gate photographed by Alan
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Remarkably however the story does not end there.
It took 100 years and 46 days – but in August the
extended family of Lieutenant Geoffrey Shillington Cather met the Tandragee descendants of
one of the four soldiers he saved from ‘noman’s-land’. On the first day of the Battle of the
Somme (July 1, 1916) Geoffrey had saved the
life of Private Sam Neill from Tandragee. Eve
recalls how moving it was to hear Sam Neill’s great
nephew say , “Without the actions of your relative I
would not be here today”

Crèche Rota
November
6th Family Service
13th

Debbie Park

20th

Sarah Stout

27th *

Linda Aitcheson

December
4th

Family Service

11th

Pamela Smyth

18th Carolyne Duncan
What is the purpose of the Ladies Guild?
Essentially it is to bring woman together to enjoy christian fellowship and importantly to
have fun. We aim to be inclusive, welcoming and friendly.
25th *
Christmas Day
Describe a typical meeting.
There isn’t really a typical meeting. We meet once a month on Tuesdays and invite a
guest speakers to talk on a wide variety of subjects. It is quite a challenge to come
up with something different, but over the years we have been able to offer everything
from Indian cooking to interior
design, from flower arranging to
the jewellery of the Duchess of
Windsor, from fabulous makeovers to
inspirational speakers. We have even
heard from a Second World War spy
about his covert operations and one
of the last survivors of the German
Consentration Camps, now sadly
passed away.
Not all meetings are in the Parish
Hall for in the past we have visited
impressive places such as Mount Stewart, Hillsborough Castle and even sampled yogurts
at Clandeboye Estate.
Do you fund raise?
Each year we nominate a charity we would like to support. Our main fundraising event
is the popular Table Quiz, hosted each year by Ken and Patricia Craig. in the past we
have supported not only well know charities such as the Alzheimers Society and the
Samaritans, but also those less well known such as Ariahan Fellowship.

Flower Rota
November
6th

V. Tragenna

13th Remembrance Sundy
20th

Jean Grimshaw

27th * Advent no flowers
December
4th

Advent no flowers

11th

Advent no flowers

18th

Advent no flowers

What has been lined up for this year?
We have a really interesting line up of events this year., with some seriously interesting 25th * Christmas Flowers
people. One highlight is a speaker who will talk about his televison interviews with
celebrities including Peter Sellers, author Frederick Forsythe and the cast members from
Coronation Street. Do you remember Ena Sharples? According to our speaker she was a
grand, well spoken dramatic actress, not at all like the character of Violet Carson which
she portrayed on screen.
And you would like more to join you?
Our Ladies Guild is an organisation where you can take from it what you want. Whether
it is just a monthly night out with your friends that you are looking for, or being
encouraged to take up a new hobby - you can find it in Glencraig Ladies Guild. if you
haven’t ever been before, why not come along and join us.
For more information or a friendly introduction just mention Ladies Guild to Margaret,
Valerie, Pat or Hazel.
From The Prayer LIne: Sandra Robb
A prayer for patience: Help me to recognise what is important in life. Help me to see the simple truths which You
have taught me about how to live and how to love one another and show me how to apply them to this complicated world. Thank You for listening to all my prayers. Grant me patience, humility and hope as I wait on Your
answers and blessings. Amen
To contact the Prayer Line Email: SRobb312@gmail.com or via www.facebook.com/holytrinityglencraig
Autumn 2016
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